Child Safety Support
Resource 1
Stella Maris School internal school process for mandatory reporting
Introduction
Protection for children and young people is based upon the belief that each person is made in the
image and likeness of God and that the inherent dignity of all should be recognised and fostered.
Catholic schools are entrusted with the holistic education of the child, in partnership with parents,
guardians and caregivers, who are the primary educators of their children. Catholic school staff
therefore have a duty of care to students to take reasonable care to avoid acts or omissions that
they can reasonably foresee would be likely to result in harm or injury to the student, and to work
for the positive wellbeing of the child.
Under the National Framework for Protecting Australia's Children 2009–2020, protecting children is
everyone's responsibility - parents, communities, governments and businesses all have a role to
play.
In Victoria, a joint protocol, Protect: Identifying and Responding to All Forms of Abuse in Victorian
Schools, involving the Victorian Department of Education and Training (DET), the Catholic Education
Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV) and Independent Schools Victoria (ISV) exists to protect the
safety and wellbeing of children and young people.
DET has also produced Four Critical Actions for Schools: Responding to Incidents, Disclosures and
Suspicions of Child Abuse and Responding to Suspected Child Abuse: A Template for all Victorian
Schools, both of which are referred to in the joint protocol.
All teachers, other staff members, volunteers, contractors, other service providers, parish priests,
canonical and religious order administrators of Catholic schools within Victoria must understand
and abide by the professional, moral and legal obligations to implement child protection and child
safety policies, protocols and practices.
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Mandatory Reporting
Mandatory reporting is a legal requirement under the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 (Vic.)
to protect children from harm relating to physical injury and sexual abuse. A child, for the purpose
of the relevant parts of this Act, is any person 17 years of age or younger. The principal, teachers,
medical practitioners and nurses at a school are mandatory reporters under this Act.
If, in the course of carrying out their duties, a mandatory reporter forms a reasonable belief that a
child is in need of protection from physical harm or sexual abuse, and that the child's parents are
unwilling or unable to protect the child, they must report that belief to DHHS Child Protection
and/or Victoria Police, including the information prescribed in the Responding to Suspected Child
Abuse: A Template for all Victorian Schools, as soon as possible after forming the belief.
A subsequent report must be made on each occasion on which the mandatory reporter becomes
aware of further reasonable grounds for the belief and even if the reporter knows that another
report has been made concerning the same child and suspected abuse.
The threshold for reporting child protection incidents, disclosures, concerns or suspicions has been
set deliberately low by the joint protocol Protect: Identifying and Responding to All Forms of Abuse
in Victorian Schools. This protocol focuses on Four Critical Actions (refer to Appendix 1) that all
school staff must take if they form a suspicion or reasonable belief that child abuse has occurred, or
that a child is at risk of suffering abuse.
All staff at Stella Maris School complete annually the Mandatory Reporting and other obligations
module and a register of completion is kept to ensure compliance.
Record keeping is the responsibility of the Principal.
Resources
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/PROTECT_Respondi
ng_TemplateSchools.pdf
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